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City & Islington College PCs are Reused in Developing Countries 
Summary

City & Islington College donates its old computers to developing countries via the charity Computer Aid, aiding educational organisations in those countries and extending the useful life of the machines. 
The Innovation

City and Islington College renews a large percentage of its PC and Macs every year. However rather than simply disposing of these, the College recycles its equipment via Computer Aid, the world’s largest non-profit provider of computers to developing countries. In 2008 it donated over 1000 computers with a value of over £20,000. This followed a donation of 500 computers in 2007. 
Computer Aid is registered with the Environment Agency as an official treatment company under the Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment (WEEE) Regulations. Donated computers are checked and any data is deleted using Ministry of Defence approved software. Any machines which cannot be reused are sent to specialist recycling companies within the EU. The remainder – which is a majority of donations - are then sent to organisations (over 5000 to date) in developing countries, with each computer monitored via an asset tracking system. Around 65% of the computers are sent to education institutions, enabling a further 60,000 students in the developing world to obtain an IT education. The remainder go to non-profit organisations such as hospitals, local governments and NGOs. Many of the computers donated by City & Islington College in 2007 went to the Community and Individual Development Association (CIDA), the first University in South Africa to provide a virtually free practical four-year Bachelor of Business Administration qualification to students from disadvantaged backgrounds.  Students are only required to "pay" part of their tuition through returning to their community to educate their peers.
Once Computer Aid's donated equipment reaches the end of its useful life, the charity tries to limit the environmental damage caused by its disposal. In Kenya, for instance, it is helping to build a recycling facility operating to WEEE standards, which will take not just its own kit but broken machines from across the country.

Benefits

Access to valuable IT resources for people in need – the donated computers are reused in education, health and not-for-profit organisations in developing countries where access to technology is often limited but highly useful. 
Recycling of computers and materials – 1,000 computers represents around 30 tonnes of WEEE that would otherwise needed to be disposed of. 

Engagement of students - the Student Union is highly enthusiastic about the project; many international students have strong links with countries that computers are being sent to.
Lessons 
Computers should only be donated to experienced charities which can ensure that they are genuinely useful to recipient organisations, and that they are properly disposed of at the end of this ‘second life’.
 Further Information

Contact Paul Upson, Marketing Communications Officer: Paul.Upson(at)candi.ac.uk. For information about ComputerAid see www.computeraid.org.
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